
Changes to the Freedom Pass 
. 

Transport for London (TfL) have announced temporary 

changes that will take effect from Monday 15th June.   

 

The changes will mean that all passengers with an    

Older Person’s Freedom Pass will not be able to use 

their passes during morning peak hours in order to 

help support social distancing on the public transport 

network and help control the Covid-19 virus. 

 

Passengers with a Disabled Person’s Freedom Pass are 

unaffected and will, as usual, still be able to travel  on 

London Transport at all times using their Pass.  

 

From Monday 15 June, changes to the ticketing system 

will mean Freedom Passes are automatically set not to 

be valid during the morning peak period (i.e. between 

4.30am and 9am) Monday to Friday. They will continue 

to be valid at all other times on weekdays and all day 

on weekends and Bank Holidays. 

 

Phone: 020 7237 5841 

 go raibh míle maith agat 
Heartfelt thanks to all our volunteers, new and longstanding. 

We would usually get together this week and will again soon. 

For now please know you are so appreciated by all at SIPP           

and the 100’s of people we help.  

  

Do you recognise this road sign?  

Can you name the road it’s on? 

Did you know?                                                 
¢ƘŜ ƎǳƛƭƭƻǝƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ рлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƻŦ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƛƴǘ 

ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ aǳǊŎƻŘ .ŀƭƭŀƎƘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǳƛƭƭƻǝƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ 

aŜǊǘƻƴΣ /ƻΦ Dŀƭǿŀȅ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мΣ молтΦ                                                                                              

 The song “When Irish Eyes are Smiling” was written 

by two Americans, George Graff and Chauncey Olcott, in 

1912. There are no records to show that they ever even 

visited Ireland.                                                                                                

¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ōŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ      

5ŀǝƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ флл !Φ5ΦΣ {ŜŀƴΩǎ .ŀǊ ƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ                   

wƻǎŎƻƳƳƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ мΣмлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΗ                                         

 An advertisement in the Irish magazine “Buy and 

Sell” in February 1999 read “Gravestone -  £250, would 

suit someone with the name Burns.”                                       

LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ         

ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǇΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ              

ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƘŀǊǇ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ ŘŀǝƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ моллΩǎΦ                        

https://www.irishcentral.com/news/irishvoice/furious-rural-irelands-day-of-the-pushback
https://www.irishcentral.com/culture/entertainment/when-irish-eyes-are-smiling
https://www.irishcentral.com/events/trinity-rethinking-democracy-without-a-public-sphere?q=TrinityCollege
https://www.irishcentral.com/events/trinity-rethinking-democracy-without-a-public-sphere?q=TrinityCollege


 
Hereõs                        

another 

hug from 

us to you   

Thank you lads up there in the International 

Space Station, for this beautiful and rare photo 

of Ireland without a cloud. 

 

Ancient bones reveal Irish are not Celts after all! 
 

The chance discovery of ancient bones under an Irish pub in County Antrim in the mid-2000s has cast 

doubt over whether Irish people are actually related to the ancient Celts at all.  

In 2006, Bertie Currie was clearing land to make a driveway for McCuaig's Bar on Rathlin Island off                      

County Antrim when he noticed a large, flat stone buried beneath the surface.  Currie realised that 

there was a large gap underneath the stone and investigated further.  "I shot the torch in and saw the            

gentleman, well, his skull and bones," Currie told the Washington Post.  

He eventually found the remains of three humans & immediately called the guards.  When they       

arrived, they discovered that this was not a crime scene but an ancient burial site.   It turned out to be 

a hugely significant ancient burial site as well that, with DNA analysis, could completely alter the     

perception that Irish people are descended from Celts.  A number of prominent professors at            

esteemed universities in Ireland and Britain analysed the bones and said that the discovery could       

rewrite Irish history & ancestry.  

DNA researchers found that the three skeletons found under Currie's pub are the ancestors of modern 

Irish people and predate the Celts' arrival on Irish shores by around 1,000 years.  Essentially, Irish DNA 

existed in Ireland before the Celts ever set foot on the island.  

Instead, Irish ancestors may have come to Ireland from the Bible lands in the Middle East. They might 

have arrived in Ireland from the South Mediterranean and would have brought cattle, ceramics and         

cereal with them.  The Proceedings of the National Academy of Science of America said that the bones 

strikingly resembled those of contemporary Irish, Scottish and Welsh people.  

Barry Cunliffe, a retired archaeology professor at the highly renowned University of Oxford said that 

the discovery could completely change the perception of Irish ancestry. “The DNA evidence based on 

those bones completely upends the traditional view.” 

Radiocarbon dating at Currie's McCuaig's Bar found that the ancient bones date back to at least 2,000 

BC, which is hundreds of years older than the oldest known Celtic artefacts anywhere in the world.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/03/17/a-mans-discovery-of-bones-under-his-pub-could-forever-change-what-we-know-about-the-irish/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2015/dec/28/origins-of-the-irish-down-to-mass-migration-ancient-dna-confirms
https://www.pnas.org/content/113/2/368.abstract

